
RSS Readers and Feeds

Google Reader

RSS (short for "Really Simple
Syndication") is a family of web feed
formats used to publish frequently
updated content such as blog entries,
news headlines or podcasts. An RSS
document, which is called a "feed,"
"web feed," or "channel," contains
either a summary of content from an
associated web site or the full text.
RSS makes it possible for you to keep
up with your  favorite web sites in an
automated manner that's easier than
checking them by visiting each site
individually.

Subscribing: RSS content can be read
using software called a "feed reader" or
an "aggregator." The user subscribes
to a feed by entering the feed's link into
the reader or by clicking an RSS icon
in a browser that initiates the
subscription process. The reader
checks the user's subscribed feeds
regularly for new content, downloading
any updates that it finds.

Above description borrowed and
modified from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS

We will be looking at Google Reader
as well as Bloglines. Also note, if you
are using FireFox, IE 7.0, or Safari an
RSS is built right into the browser.
Google Reader interfaces seamlessly
with Blogger and Bloglines also offers
us a classroom blog that we can use in
conjunction with the its Blogroll. But
first we will start with Google Reader. 
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Parts of the Main Window

1. Navigation links
  Show all of your links or "star" an
important story to set it aside.

2. Subscriptions in your reader.
  To choose a feed, click on a link  

3. The latest posts from your
subscriptions
  To read a story, click on a link.

4. Updates from the Google Reader
Team: The team's blog

5. Tips from Google: useful hints for
getting more out of Reader

Browse and Subscriptions

1. Click on the Browse link to view
readily available subscriptions from
within the reader.

2. If you know the feed's address
already, you can add a subscription
from within the reader, click on the
"Add Subscription" link.
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Bundles

1. Browse through the bundles to see if
you find interesting content. 

2. If someone has a blog or personal
photo page you like, you may be able
to create a feed simply by listing their
username and the service they use.

3. If you want to search for something
in particular, use the search engine. 

1. Subscribing to a bundle

If you subscribe to a bundle, you get a
package of feeds.

In this example, I have checked news
and as you can see I have a new folder
with six feeds. 
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Bundles Gallery

The Bundles gallery can be a lot of fun
to browse. Just hover your mouse
pointer over the "# feeds" and a list of
the feeds will appear. In this example,
we are looking at the" Fun" feeds (the
arrow is pointing at the spot where you
should have your mouse pointer. 

Just like on the previous page, it only
takes one click to subscribe.

2. People I know

In this example, I am creating a feed
based on the blog we are working on
((in my case, it is mrgiorgi and the
service is Blogger).

A great way for your students to keep
up to date with your changes is if they
have you in their reader. Anytime you
change anything, they get a post.

Results of people I know

Here is the result of adding the
username and service. 

1. The subscription to my blog has
been added to my subscription list.

2. There is an announcement in orange
at the top of the page informing me
what has been added.

3. As you can see, the full content
(including the picture of Brandy the pug
dog) is viewable. If I wish to visit the
page, I can click on the link of the story
of my choosing ("Sample Post" or
"Huxley").  
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3. Searching for something specific

In this example we are going to search
for a website that specializes in
translating news from the Middle East. 

Search Results

Our search results allow us to
subscribe in one click and provide with
the feed URL and a description.

Memri is added

As you can see MEMRI is added. 

MEMRI and two other feeds added

In the previous step, MEMRI was
added. It is important to note that we
don't leave the page, so if we want to
subscribe to two or more feeds from
our search result we can.
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Management Control Panel

To get to the management control
panel click on "Manage Subscriptions"
at the bottom of the blue subscriptions
bar.

Manage Subscriptions: Setting

From the settings tab you can:

1. Select which subscriptions you want
to work with (similar to how you
manage email messages)
2. Unsubscribe from selected
messages (those you have checked)
3. Rename a subscription
4. Trash a subscription
5. Move it or add it to a folder or make
a new folder
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Selecting Subscriptions

Here I have selected two subscrptions
and I am going to unsubscribe from
them by clicking on Unsubscribe
(circled).

Other Tabs: The other tabs are also
useful and you should check them out
as you become more comfortable with
Reader. Goodies is particularly fun as it
allows you to add the reader right to
your personalized Google homepage,
add a feed button to your browser
toolbar and even allows you to get to
your reader right from your cell phone.
The Import/Export tab allows you to
either import from another reader (i.e.
newsgator) or export to one.

Mistaken Subscriptions...can I quickly get rid of them?

In this example, I am subscribing to a
feed based on a blog that I know
exists, but which has no content.

Quick management and a quick Unsubscribe

Since it has no content, I want to
quickly dispose of it.

1. Whenever you want to quickly
unsubscribe, you can click on "Feed
Settings" in the upper right hand corner
and "unsubscribe."
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Quick side note: This is more than just a reader...

As this example shows, you can don't
have to read everything in your
reader...listen to NPR :-)

Updates Complete

After we finished managing our
subscriptions, we return to the home
page and see the results.

Next we are going to share content
with our students through Blogger.

Now we are going to click on the NPR
subscription.

Sharing an article

At the bottom of each item we have
some choices: Star (if something is
important) Share (to share it), Email (to
email it), Mark as Read, and Tags. 

We are going to click on the "Share"
link to get it ready to share on our blog.

Click on "Shared Items" (arrow is
pointing at it) to go to the shared items
page
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Shared items page

Here you can see all the items you
have marked for sharing.

1. This is a website that contains all
your shared items (the next example
shows you what that page looks like)

2. You can email your items.

3. You can also put them on your blog
and that is what we are going to do. 

After you look at the website link (1) go
back to the Shared page and click on
the "Put a clip on your site or blog."

Shared Website
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Adding it to your blog

The pop-up site appears as soon as
you click on the "Put a clip on your blog
or website"

From here you have two options:

1. Click on the Add to Blogger 

2. Alternately, you can copy the code
and paste it into any webpage or other
blog you want. 

Succesfully Added 

Once you click the Blogger button,
Google will prompt you and ask you if
you want to add this widget. Click Add
Widget. Remember, as we have
already seen, we can always delete it
or change it later. 
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But what if I am see something on the web that is great for my

reader?

Great question!!! I'm glad you asked. If
you are on the web and want to add an
RSS feed. Just look for this icon or for
the letters RSS.

The following example shows you how
to put Slate in your RSS reader.

Look for the RSS Icon or the letters RSS

On Slate's main page we have scrolled
down till we found it and there it is.
Click on it.

A Proud Slate...

Slate is proud of their new offerings
and if you scroll down you will find a
long list of feeds in addition to the main
feed. 
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The big list

Publications like Slate, NYTimes, and
CNN have huge lists of RSS content.
We are going to choose "Today's
Papers" from Slate, which is a daily
article that summarizes what is making
the front page on publications around
the world. 

Click on the link. 

There is choice

For Google Reader we are going to
choose Google, but if we were using
Bloglines we would choose that and if
we had a locally installed application
we could call up that by clicking on
"Choose Application."

After choosing Google, click on the
Subscribe button (unfortunately it is
hidden beneath the drop down menu.

Homepage vs. Reader...

You now have a choice, you can add it
to your Google Homepage or your
Google Reader.

Click on "Add to Google Reader"
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Back to the Bat Cave (Umm, I mean Google Reader...)

As soon as we click the button it took
us right back to our Google Reader
and there is our new subscription with
all the content waiting for us to read it,
star it, and share it. 

Your Turn

Try the bundles, do some searches,
and visit your favorite websites to see if
they have RSS feeds. Populate your
reader with whatever you like and
share what you find. 
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